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PROPOSAL DETAILS 
 
Proposal: 
 

The designating resolution passed by the Council on 25 July 1990 be varied to 
rescind the designation of street trading pitch 1792 Charing Cross Road.  
 

Pitches and 
Locations: 

 
For full detailed pitch description and location see Appendices A 
 

Ward Name: 
 

West End 

 
 
1. Purpose of the report 

The Licensing Sub-Committee is asked to vary the designating resolution passed by the Council 
on 25 July 1990 to rescind the designation of Pitch 1792 Charing Cross Road as recommended 
by officers having conducted a suitability assessment of the current pitch location.  

2. Summary 

The Street Trading Policy adopted in December 2013 sets out in Policy ST5 –Designation & 
de-designation, the criteria for establishing suitable locations for street trading pitches and 
reasons for de-designation in cases where the location is unsuitable. The licensing authority will 
maintain an up-to-date record of all designated street trading pitches including those which are 
currently vacant. Designated pitches will be continually reviewed for their suitability. 

 
In order to implement Policy ST5, the council must review isolated pitch 1792 Charing Cross 
Road. The pitch is currently not in use owing to several years of construction work related to 
the Crossrail Programme works at Tottenham Court Road Station, Camden’s West End Project 
and additional development of the site above the station. This has meant the highway has either 
been hoarded off or under other temporary arrangement.  

 
3. Background  
 

Following the completion of construction works related to Crossrail at Tottenham Court Road 
Station, the Licensing & Regulatory service commissioned a survey of Pitch 1792 Charing Cross 
Road to establish its suitability for street trading. Norman Rourke Pryme (NRP) completed a 
suitability assessment that is attached as Appendix A.  
 
Included within the suitability assessment is a plan showing the location of Pitch 1792 Charing 
Cross Road.  

 
 

At present there is no street trading licence associated with the pitch and there has not been 
a kiosk in situ since the beginning of the Crossrail project in 2005. The previous licence holder 
was temporarily relocated and has subsequently transferred their licence to another 
designated pitch within the borough. 

 
The Oxford Street District (OSD) Place Strategy was adopted by WCC in 2019 and included a 
set of 15 principles for the district, which cover this area.  

 
3.1 Make the district inclusive, accessible and liveable  
3.2 Improve air Quality 
3.3 Improve safety  
3.4 Take immediate steps to address management 
3.5 Prioritise pedestrians and value every space  
3.6 Make the district better for cycling 



 

3.7 Support economic growth across the district and promote innovation and 
experimentation 

3.8 Design for flexibility  
3.9 Build from existing and connect the whole district  

3.10 Create beautifully designed streets, gateways and a diversity of public spaces   
across the district  

3.11 Take every opportunity to add additional trees and planting, creating new green 
spaces and revitalising the garden squares 

3.12 Enrich the cultural life & identity of the district 
3.13 Diversify land use and extend the life of Oxford Street 
3.14 Make Oxford Street Spectacular 
3.15 Embrace Oxford Street’s role as an important sustainable transport corridor for the 

West End 
 
A copy of the strategy is not included as part of this report due to the size of the document; 
however, a copy of the document can be found here.  

 
4. Outcome of Suitability Assessment 

 
NRP were commissioned to assess whether Pitch 1792 is in a suitable location for a trader to 
be licensed to trade based on Highway layout and safety considerations.  
 
NRP concluded that both the highway and the pedestrian levels surrounding Pitch 1792 Charing 
Cross Road had changed considerably since its designation and as such it is no longer suitable 
for Street Trading. Therefore, it recommended that Pitch 1792 Charing Cross Road be de-
designated.  

 
5. Consultation  

 
In seeking to de-designate Pitch 1792 Charing Cross Road the Licensing Service has 
undertaken the statutory consultation with the Highway Authority, Police and the West End 
Street Traders Association. 
 
In addition, notification of the intention to de-designate the pitch was sent to the Council’s 
Highways Planning Service, relevant Ward Members, Cabinet Member (Cllr Heather Acton City 
Management & Communities, Property and Regeneration) local stakeholders and amenities 
societies (New West End Company, West End Community Network) 
 
A copy of the notification of intent to de-designate is included as Appendix B.  

 
6. Consultation Responses:  

 
• City Planning, Highways and Street Management: 
 

Email from Sean Dwyer in Highways Planning supporting the sustainability report 
recommendation to de-designation of Pitch 1792 Charing Cross Road as detailed in 
Appendix C. 

 
 

• Metropolitan Police Service:  
 

Email from the Borough Command Unit Commander, Chief Superintendent Helen Harper 
acknowledging receipt of the de-designation consultation letter as detailed in Appendix D   

 
• Ward Councillors: 
 

Email from Councillor Glanz Lord Mayor of Westminster as detailed in Appendix E stating that 
prior to being Lord Mayor he supported the removal pitches. He believes that the need to 

https://committees.westminster.gov.uk/documents/s31103/OSD%20Cabinet%20Report%20Feb%202019%20-%20Appendix%20B%20Updated%20Place%20Strategy%20and%20Delivery%20Plan.pdf


 

maintain social distancing has increased the rationale for removing them from crowded streets 
and pinch points.  
 

• West End Traders Association (WESTA) 
 

Email from Nichola Kerr on behalf of WESTA supporting the de-designation of Pitch 1792 as 
a result of the previous license holder being granted a permanent street trading license for 
Pitch 1717 New Bond Street Charing Cross Road as detailed in Appendix F 
 

7. Street Trading Policy 
 
• The following policies within the City of Westminster Statement of Street Licensing Policy apply: 

 
Designation and De-designation- Policy ST5 

 
(i) The Licensing authority will designate specific resolution for licensed street trading. 

 
(ii) The Licensing authority may de-designate pitches that are no longer suitable for 

licensed street trading. 
 

(iii) The Licensing authority will not designate any new isolated street trading pitches, 
apart from in exceptional circumstances. 

 
Policy ST5(2) states that the Licensing authority may, subject to the appropriate consultation 
and notification procedures, de-designate street trading pitches where in the opinion of the 
licensing authority, they are no longer suitable for street trading. The circumstances under 
which a location may be considered not suitable include: 

 
(a) It has not been used for trading for a period of greater than six months; 
(b) There has been altered circumstances due to the increased pedestrian footfall resulting 

from altered highways layouts, public realms improvements or construction projects; 
(c) Where there is new development and the siting and operation of the trading pitch would 

adversely affect local pedestrian flow or cause congestion, including close to the 
transport stops or stations. 

 
 
8. Legal Framework 

Designating Resolution 
• Section 5(1)(a) of the City of Westminster Act 1999 (the Act) provides: 

The council may pass a resolution designating a street or part of a street in the city as a 
licence street (a designating resolution). 

 
• Section 5(2) of the Act provides: 

The council may from time to time rescind or vary any such resolution. 
 

• Section 6(1) of the Act provides:  
The council shall not pass a designating resolution or rescind or vary such a resolution unless 
they have first given notice in writing of their intention to do so— 

(a) to the Commissioner; 

(b) to the highway authority (except where the council is the highway authority); 

(c) to any body which appears to the council to represent the relevant street traders; 



 

(d) to all licence holders whom the council could reasonably expect would be affected by the 
proposed resolution; and 

(e) where the proposed resolution would designate private land, to the owner of that land or 
to the person assessed for the uniform business rate on it. 

 
• Section 6(5) of the Act provides: 

The council shall give to any person who makes representations by the due date an opportunity 
to make oral representations to the council and may at their discretion give to other persons 
making representations a similar opportunity. 
 

9. Appeals 
• Section 19(1) of the Act provides: 

Any person aggrieved— 

(a)by a resolution varying or rescinding a designating resolution; 

(b)by a specifying resolution or a resolution varying such a resolution; 

(c)by a standard condition; or 

(d)by the amount of a fee or charge under section 22 (Fees and charges) of this Act, 

may appeal to the Secretary of State whose decision shall be final. 
 
List of Appendices 
 
Appendix A Suitability assessment completed by NRP 
Appendix B Consultation letter sent to relevant parties 
Appendix C Response from Highways Planning  
Appendix D Response from BCU Commander, Chief Superintendent Helen Harper 
Appendix E Response from Councillor Glanz  
Appendix F Response from West End Street Trading Association 

 
If you have any questions about this report, or wish to inspect one of the background papers, please 
 contact Francisco Franco-Mendes at ffrancomendes@westminster.gov.uk 
 

 
Background Documents – Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1972 
• City of Westminster Act 1999 
• City of Westminster Statement of Street Licensing Policy adopted in December 2013 
• Rules of Procedure for Licensing Sub-Committee 
• Designating Resolution passed by the Council on 25 July 1990  
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Appendix A - Suitability assessment completed by NRP 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

Appendix B - Consultation letter  
 

 



 

 
 
 



 

Appendix C – Response received from Highways Planning  
 

 
 
 
Appendix D - Response from BCU Commander, Chief Superintendent Helen Harper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix E – Response from Councillor Glanz 
 

 
 
Appendix E - Response from West End Street Trading Association 
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